CHAPTER I

FORERUNNERS

Non-violence has been preached and practised in practi-
cally every country and by people in every stage of culture,
Many leaders of thought and founders of great religions of the
world have taught that violence cannot be overcome by violence
and evil cannot be overcome by evil.

In no other country of the world has the tradition of non-
violence been so deep-rooted and continuous as in India. Non-
violence is rightly considered to be India's greatest contribu-
tion to world-thought. All the important Indian religions preach
non-violence as the greatest duty. Indians have believed from
early times in the doctrine of spiritual immanence expressed in
the well-known aphorisms Soham (I am He) and Tat tvamasi
(Thou art That). The conviction that all life is one has led to the
extension of non-violence even to subhuman creation.

Varnashramadharma*      the     social    organization    of   the

Hindus, the earliest reference to which occurs in the famous

Purusha Sukta of the Rig Veda,   aimed   at   training   people in

this supreme virtue.   Its goal was to make all men, even the

shudras, brahmanas. A brahmana filled with peaceful joy,  born

of communion with the Universal Soul, represented the highest

of which human nature is capable and was expected to refrain

spontaneously from resisting evil by force. The kshatriya was

no doubt permitted, as a concession to his weakness, to employ

force in order to resist aggression. But it was recognized that

the law of love   practised by the brahmana is higher than the

law of brute force employed by the   kshatriya.    Varnashrama-

dharma also laid down that the kshatriya should fight in a spirit

of brotherliness, without hate and out of a sense of duty and

not in a vindictive mood.   The kshatriya would, if he acted in

this spirit of humanity, rise spiritually and rely less and less on

brute force until he became a brahmana incapable of injuring

any living being. Thus "Though violent resistance is allowed,

the relation between non-violence and Varnashramadharma see
S. Radhakrishnan, Heart of Hindustan, pp. 22-24 and 44*45 and The Hindu
View of Life, pp. 117f,
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